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CORRECTION TO THIS ARTICLE 
One of the headlines for a Nov. 3 article about endangered fish incorrectly described the 
conclusions. The researchers warned of the danger of the world's seafood supply running 
out, not of fish disappearing entirely.  

World's Fish Supply Running Out, Researchers 
Warn 

By Juliet Eilperin 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Friday, November 3, 2006; Page A01 

An international group of ecologists and economists warned 
yesterday that the world will run out of seafood by 2048 if steep 
declines in marine species continue at current rates, based on a four-
year study of catch data and the effects of fisheries collapses. 

The paper, published in the journal Science, concludes that 
overfishing, pollution and other environmental factors are wiping out 
important species around the globe, hampering the ocean's ability to 
produce seafood, filter nutrients and resist the spread of disease. 

"We really see the end of the 
line now," said lead author 
Boris Worm, a marine biologist 
at Canada's Dalhousie 
University. "It's within our 
lifetime. Our children will see a 
world without seafood if we 
don't change things." 

The 14 researchers from 
Canada, Panama, Sweden, 
Britain and the United States 
spent four years analyzing fish 
populations, catch records and 
ocean ecosystems to reach their 
conclusion. They found that by 
2003 -- the last year for which 
data on global commercial fish 
catches are available -- 29 
percent of all fished species had 
collapsed, meaning they are 
now at least 90 percent below 
their historic maximum catch 
levels. 

The rate of population collapses 
has accelerated in recent years. 
As of 1980, just 13.5 percent of 
fished species had collapsed, 
even though fishing vessels 
were pursuing 1,736 fewer 
species then. Today, the fishing 
industry harvests 7,784 species 
commercially. 

"It's like hitting the gas pedal 
and holding it down at a 
constant level," Worm said in a telephone interview. "The rate 
accelerates over time." 

Some American fishery management officials, industry 
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representatives and academics questioned the team's dire predictions, 
however, saying countries such as the United States and New Zealand 
have taken steps in recent years to halt the depletion of their 
commercial fisheries. 

"The projection is way too pessimistic, at least for the United States," 
said Steven Murawski, chief scientist for the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, which is part of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. "We've got the message. We will 
continue to reverse this trend." 

The National Fisheries Institute, a trade group representing seafood 
producers as well as suppliers, restaurants and grocery chains, said in 
a statement that most wild marine stocks remain sustainable. 

The group's spokeswoman, Stacey Viera, added that because the 
global demand for seafood has already outstripped the amount of wild 
fish available in the sea, her group's members are meeting the need in 
part by relying on farmed fish. "To meet the gap between what wild 
capture can provide sustainably and the growing demand for seafood, 
aquaculture is filling that need," she said. 

But several scientists challenged that prediction and questioned why 
humanity should pay for a resource that the ocean had long provided 
for free. "It's like turning on the air conditioning rather than opening 
the window," said Stanford University marine sciences professor 
Stephen R. Palumbi, one of the paper's authors. 

Oregon State University marine biologist Jane Lubchenco said the 
study makes clear that fish stocks are in trouble, even though 
consumers appear to have a cornucopia of seafood choices. 

 

 

Print This Article E-Mail This Article Permission to Republish  

© 2006 The Washington Post Company 

Ads by Google 

CONTINUED     1    2     Next >

More on washingtonpost.com  
A Look at Katharine Jefferts Schori  
Overfishing May Harm Seafood 
Population  
Tribal Fishermen Cast Nets for 
Salmon  

» Related Topics & Web Content 

 

Most Viewed Nation Articles  
Dispute Over NW Passage 
Revived  
New World Explorers Sought to 
Explain Death  
Colo. Minister Admits 'Sexual 
Immorality'  
Biotech Rice Saga Yields Bushel 
of Questions for Feds 

» Top 35 Most Viewed 

Post a Comment 

View all comments that have been posted about this article. 

Comments that include profanity or personal attacks or other inappropriate comments or 
material will be removed from the site. Additionally, entries that are unsigned or contain 
"signatures" by someone other than the actual author will be removed. Finally, we will take 
steps to block users who violate any of our posting standards, terms of use or privacy 
policies or any other policies governing this site. Please review the full rules governing 
commentaries and discussions. You are fully responsible for the content that you post. 

What's your Credit Score? 
677? 720? 598? The cost to see yours: $0 
www.FreeCreditReport.com 

Refinance Rates As Low As 2.9% - FREE QUOTES! 

$200,000 loan for $917⁄mo. Bad credit OK 

Redskins Tickets, Wizards Tickets, Capitals Tickets 

Birth Control Patch Lawyer, Ischemic Stroke, DVT 

Promotional Pens, T-shirts, Custom Hats 

Cool Gadgets, Great Deals, Visit CircuitCity.com 

Investing basics for beginners Free Online 

BLAST AWAY HIGH CHOLESTEROL: Lose 67 Points in 28 
days. No Drugs. No Side Effects. 

Travel downtown to downtown only on Acela. 

Your custom ballot and candidate issue comparisons 

  

Your washingtonpost.com User ID will be displayed with your comment. 

Comments: (Limit 5,000 characters) 

Post

SEARCH: News Web

Page 2 of 3World's Fish Supply Running Out, Researchers Warn - washingtonpost.com

11/6/2006http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/11/02/AR2006110200913.ht...



washingtonpost.com: Help | Contact Us |  About Us |  Advertisers |  Site Index |  Site Map |  Make Us Your Homepage |  mywashingtonpost.com |  Work for Us |  Mobile |  RSS 
The Washington Post: Subscribe |  Subscriber Services |  Advertisers |  Electronic Edition |  Online Photo Store |  The Washington Post Store |  About The Post |  National Weekly 
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites  

NEWS |  OPINIONS |  SPORTS |  ARTS & LIVING Discussions |  Photos & Video |  City Guide CLASSIFIEDS |  JOBS |  CARS |  REAL ESTATE  

© Copyright 1996- 2006 The Washington Post Company |  User Agreement and Privacy Policy |  Rights and Permissions 

SEARCH: News Web

Page 3 of 3World's Fish Supply Running Out, Researchers Warn - washingtonpost.com

11/6/2006http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/11/02/AR2006110200913.ht...


